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Editorial

Well, here it is just about the holiday season and time for
ancther issue of the Rossica Newsletter. Since the last
newsletter we've seern ancther truly cutstanding issue of the
Rossica Journal (No.o 113). Congradulaticns ta Gary Combs,
David Skiptan, and the rest of the editorial board and
contributors. I"ve also received lots of correspondernce,
Soaviet philatelic rnews, and stampshow rews. Heep sending in
information for future riewsletters. Best wishes for a happy
holiday seasor to all Rossica members and families.

A New FPostal Marking from Moscow

Dr. Dale Cruikshank from Sanm Jose, Ca. writes, "I recently
received an express mail envelope (32.9 by &3 cm in size)
from Moscow that was sent by "EXFRESS mail service!" to  my
haome. The envelope bears no stamps, but shows the phrase,
"Taxe percue", for postage paid, in  French. The envelope
was mailled on 22 December 1989 and arrived at my door on 27
December 13983. The postal marking is a red circular date
stamp as shown in figure. EMSE means Express Mail Service.
I don’t krnow how  long this class of service has existed
between the US and the US5R, o how much it costs. The
envelope that I received, which is clearly desigrned and
marufactured specifacally for this purpose in the
internaticonal mail, was printed in 13987, according ta  the
imprint on the reverse side.”

EXPRESS mail service
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Tharnks for the rnote and information Dale.

1918 Stamp Designs
In the Jurne Newsletter (No.o 11) I showed and mentioned two
stamp designs that I found in  the book "Art of the October
Revalution" by Mikhail Guerman. Sirce then Jacques Lambert
fram Claira, Frarce has written that there were actually 6
subjects that were submitted inm 1918. Four were desigred by
N. Altman (10 k, 1 v, 3 v, and 7 ), and two by 5.
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Tehekhomin (25 k, and S [25]1 k). This imformation and stamp
designs come from the 1966 "Soviet Collector No.o 4",
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Additicrn imformation to Demisenko Letter

Jacques Lambert adds additiomal informaticonn to the letter
that Gordey Dernisenko wrote in the Jure Newsletter. He
states "that GSoviet philatelists may now exchange stamps
with foreigrers. Only about 40 stamps are vot anthorized to
export. Issue No. 4 of Filateliya 8§S55R of 1950 published
for the first time a price list of stamps sold at Moscow
auctions (3 papes with 26 locts with selling price ranging
Froam 8 ta 3,500 roubles). Four stamp auctions were held in
Moscow i 1988-893. If anyorne is interested in  photocopies
of either the draft regulation on philatelic auctions, or
the text of the new Charter of the Union of Stamp Collectors
of the USSR {ivi Russiarn anlyld can contact Jacques Lambert
at:

&y, chemir de Salses
66530 Claira
France

Russian Revernue & Cinderellas Catalogue

Andrew and Faulinme Hall have a new loose leaf catalogue
availble. Three revenue sections have thus far appeared
along with four cinderella sections. Additiomal imformat ion
from cother collectors are needed to help complete the work.
Anyorne who is interested in  the catalogue, or who might be
able to help the Hall's im this undertaking can contact them
at: Glass Slipper

F.0. Box &2

Yaork, England
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Telephorne: Uk code 4+ 904-701504

Fax rnumber: Uk code + 204-702684
Best of luck Andrew and Pauline.

Collectoms from Lewningrad
I was recently forwarded a letter from Dr. James B. Helme of
Nashville, lermessee who has an acquaintance in a Leningrad
collector who would like to establish contact with Rossica
members. His goal is to exchange stamps, covers, SouUveEnir
sheets, postal statiornery, ete. primarily U.5. for Ul 5. 5. H.
arid U. 5. 8. R.. forr U, 8, His mame and address is:
Nicalai Slavin
ul. HKrashoputilovskaya 1&-58
= hamingrady LS8 . .
Dr. Helme alsoc states that anything other thanm a personal
letter should be sent by registered mail, as thefts en route
are well krnown there.

Nowm—Frotfit Status
Gordon Torvey has inforomed me  that Rossica has just  been
accorded status  as a ron-profit educational organizaticor.
That mearns that the Journal can be sent cut  for a lower
postane rate, and that members (o anyorne) can make  tax
deductible contributions.

BALFEX
During BALPEX this past fall, George Shaw gave &
presentaticon on his exhibit orn Soviet Inflation, A e B [T
He illusitrated unusual rate pericds and framkings as well as
presented preliminary research on the freguency of usage by
rate periocd and stamp. Thise research will be writter up in
future issues of the Hossica Journal. Sounds like it  was
great Greocrge, and am loocking forwased to seeing it in print.
Those present at the meeting were:

Robert Bairn Scott Allen Howard Weinert
Denys Voaden Novyman Epstein Clyde North
Gary Combs Leon Lazar Norman Houle
EHill Nickle Gordorn Toarrey David &Skipton
George Shaw Richard Majoe Leon Finik
Georpge Werbizky Joe Geracid Joe Cartatalsa
Alberta Curtis Earl Galit=z

Russian Fostmarks
Anather joint venture has just produced the book "Russian
Fostmarks — an Introduction and Guide. 1t was written by
Arotoly Hiryusikin of Minsk and Fhilip Robinsan i
Sheffield, England. The book looks  like 1t is pretty
interesting, important, and with a 1ot of research in it.
The price 1= US%18, post paid (surface mail) to  North
RAmerica. For airmail add USHE more. e address is:

Fr. Fhilip Kobinson
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&2 Rydalhurst Avenue
Sheffield, Englarnd
56 4BG

This colaboraticon previously produced the very popular
book, "Siberia: FPostmaicks and FPostal History of the Russian
Empire Periocd". Heep up the good work Fhilip and Avnatoly.

Zemstvo Catalogue
Gecrpge Werbizky has written to me with arncother source of
information about Zemstvos. It is the 1897 Stanley Gibbons
Catalogue. It bhas a complete listing of Zemstvoe stamps.
Included are some Zemstvos  wot found im Chuchin cataloguoe,
such as:

Local Finland — Helsingfors
= Tammer fors
- Tavastehaus and Helesinngfors
Steam FPacket Company (18&87)
Araniev afficial Seals (ir Herrick Catalogue)

Newsletter Fuszler

At the top of pape one 1 have show two stamps  that 1
acguired recently, with the frames only and a2 vigrnette in
the center. The contest foyr this issue is to tell me what
Republic ordered these stamps, in what year, what should the
vigriette contain, arnd who was the desipgrner? 1 will send a
packet aof cinderella stamps to every member who sends me the
correct answers. Good  luck.

Rossica Membershilp
With the last issue of the Newsletter 1 kept track of the
countries where we have members, and thought you would be
interested in seeing the list. So here 1t is.

Australia 1 India 1

Austria 1 Isreal 1 Total of 21 countries
Eelgium 1 Italy 1

Brazil 1 Japan 3 Total of 304 members
Canada 14 MNetherlands 1

Chile 1 New Zealand &

Dewninark 1 Novway 1

Finlarnd & Swederr 4

France & Switzerland 3

Germany 4 United Kingdom =23

U.8.A. 236

Flwards to Rossicea Exbibitors
The following is the list of Rossica members who were active
and successful iv their philatelic exhibitions during the
months since Newsletter #11. Congradulations go to all fooge
a fine Jjob. If I have aoverlooked any wirmers, please let me
kriow and I will be sure to include them in the rnext
bulletir.




Adol ph Ackerman "Soviet Air Mail — The Early Years"
Geold Stampshow * 30
ARS research medal d

"The Russian Arctic”

Vermeill ARirpex 190
Raymond Fietruszka "Russian Soviet Federated Socialist
Republic”
Silver— Bronze Napex *30
Fleter Bylew "Fhases of Ukrainian History"
Grand Award Ukrainpex 90
Wes Capar Award Ukirairnpex ' 30

"The HKharkiv Issues of 1320"
Silver Award Ukrainpex *90

"Belize: The Marirne Life Definitives,
1984—-1383"

HAFE RAward of Hormore Sescal 1490

Bohdarn 0. Fauke "Gardinas—Grodnc: 1915-13920, A Postal
History of Various Rdministraticns”
Silver Award Lithpex XXII11

Fraul EB. Spiwak "Zemstvo Btamps Used In The Ukrains"
Gold Award Ukrainpex 30

Faul Hlake "Russian Semi-Fostals, 1914 and 19157
Vermeil Sescal 90

AFS Medal of Excellernce ¥
ARFE Award of Homooe L

Soviets To Howmoor British Traitor
Mhe Soviet Union hoovoeed the Beritish traitor and Sovielt sy
Him Fhilby on a S kopeck stamp issued on Novembers 259,
Russia’'s patrioct and Britain's traitor is depicted on one of
a set of Five stamps honoring Soviet intellipevnce agents.
The stamp design was engraved from a drawing by B. Tlyukiwn,
arnd produced in an edition of almost & million copies.

Lithuamia Issues Four Stamps
Ory October 7, Lithuania released its first new stamps in
Fifty vears. The Republic had issued its own stamps  From
1918 — 1940, whern it became a republic in the Soviet Urnior.

The four stamps released on October 7 bear mumerals
indicating the dernominations of T, 10, &0, and S0, There is
i Mt followinmg the wumerals, inm anticipation of a new
currency {(litas and centas) to be issued in the near ftuture.
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The stamp designs shoaw an angel bearing light and a
Lithuarnian cross in a folk motif apainst a background of &

map of Lithuarnia. The colors of the stamps are greewn  for
the &, dull purple forr the 10, blue for the 20, arnd red for
the S0. The stamps are imperforate and have wio gum. Triey

were printed in sheets of S0. A total of 50 million stamps
were primted.

Until Lithuania re-establishes membership in the Urniversal
Fostal Union, the stamps will be used only within the regicn
of the three Baltic republics.

LIETUVA

Filatelim USSR Editorial
In the March 1990 idssue of Filatelim USSR, the editore

pointed out major changes in palioy, baoth  within  bhe
official philatelic crganization and in the Soviet Ministiy
of Communications (postal section). Officials asswred the

philatic corganization’s rnew demncoratically elected leaders
that, in the future, domestic collectors would have an eqgual
charnce of cbtaining philatic issues and collectors?
supplies. In the past these items were often sold for hard
currency abroad.

Alsx armounced was the commitment that riew Soviet issues
would be held tao 100 per year, with a wmaximum total face
value of 1% rubles. lesues of souvenir sheets arid
mimisheets are alsoc to be held within veasomable amounta.

139th Century Fost-Sledge arnd Courier



